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Chairman Schmidt and other members of this honorable committee, my
name is Cheryl Bush, and I am a member of the Michigan Business Aviation
Association (MBAA) and served as Chair from 2007 to 2011. I am grateful for
the opportunity to appear before you today and appreciate you holding this
important hearing on aviation funding.

We appreciate your work to improve Michigan’s transportation system, which
contributes to economic growth and job creation. In these challenging times,
a safe and efficient transportation system is critical in our everyday lives.

As background, MBAA was founded 15 years ago with the purpose of
furthering efforts to maintain and improve airport infrastructure throughout
Michigan. One of our primary goals is to find a permanent funding source
for Michigan’s airport infrastructure that will ensure Michigan continues to
offer first-rate air transportation services to residents and job providers.

We represent business and general aviation airplane owners and operators,
businesses, suppliers, aircraft repair stations, charter companies,
manufacturers, universities and aviation enthusiasts throughout the State of
Michigan. Our members have one thing in common: they depend on general
aviation aircraft to meet some of their most difficult transportation
challenges to remain competitive in a global economy.

You might ask, what is Business Aviation?

Business Aviation is the use of any general aviation aircraft - piston or
turbine - for a business purpose. Business aviation comprises 85 percent of
general aviation activity. With Michigan’s borders being predominately water,
business aviation takes on an even more critical role in our economy.

Most people understand that aviation provides jobs for pilots, mechanics, air
traffic controllers and people involved in the manufacturing and maintenance
of airplanes. However, aviation also creates good jobs in insurance,
education, fuel distribution, financing, advertising, catering, legal consulting
and many others. These jobs are directly tied to aviation too.
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